
PUBLIC BENEFITS OVERVIEW CHART 
 TANF 

CalWORKs 
(Title IV A.) 

Social Security 
(Title II) 

Supplemental 
Security 
Income  (Title 
XVI) 

General 
Assistance or 
General 
Relief 

Food Stamps Medicare 
(Title XVIII) 

Medicaid 
Medi-Cal 
(Title XIX) 

 
Categorical 
Eligibility 

Child w/o parental 
support or care 
Living with caretaker 
relative 
Deprived = 
- death 
- absence 
- unemployment 
- incapacity 

Aged/Blind/Disabled 
& their dependent 
children; 
Aged/Blind/Disabled 
widows, widowers, 
divorced spouses of 
insureds 

Aged/Blind/ 
Disabled 
 
DAA cannot be 
contributing factor 
material to 
disability 
 
 

Single Adults 
Some families 

Household = people 
who buy and prepare 
food together 

- 65 years old and eligible 
for SSA or RR retirement 
(through spouse or self); 
- Disabled and have 
received Title II disability 
benefits for 24 months 
- 50+ and disabled 
widow/widower receiving 
SSA through spouse for 2 
years 
- End-stage kidney disease 

-Linked to: CalWORKs, 
AFDC (7/6/96) SSI 
SSA (disability) 
- Pregnant women  
children 
-CalWORKs/SSI eligible 
(but not receiving); 
-Categorically eligible 
but not financially 
eligible for CalWORKs 
or SSI 

 
Financial 
Eligibility 

Inc.<Need Std. 
Resources: $2K; 3K if 
60+ or disabled 
Vehicle: $4,650 
Exempt: Home, 
belongings 

No 
(Retirement benefits 
can be reduced if 
have earnings and 
not reached full 
retirement age.) 

Income <Benefit 
Amt.  
Resources: $2K; 
3K; Exempt: 
home, belongings, 
1 vehicle for 
transportation 

Set by County 
Very little income 
($50 or less); 
very few 
resources 

Inc.<130% FPL 
Resources: $2K; 3K if 
60+ or disabled 
Exempt: Home, 
belongings; vehicles 

No; low income and 
resources = state pay for 
premiums under QMB or 
SLIB programs 

Income varies by family 
size 
Resources: $2K (1); $3K 
(2); goes up by # in 
family 
Some programs have no 
resource limits 

Conduct 
Eligibility 

Welfare to Work; 
Assign Support; 
SSN #; Immunization, 
School Attendance 

No US Residence; 
Drug 
Rehabilitation 

Work; Workfare, 
Work training, 
Alcohol & drug 
testing; treatment 
programs 

Workfare, work; 
ABAWDs limited to 3 
mo. per year unless 
working 

No Assign support rights 

 
Procedural 
Eligibility 

Verify; Interview 
Quarterly Report 

No Verify; Interview 
Monthly Report; 
Yearly Report 

Verify, Monthly 
Report 

Interview; 
Quarterly Report 
Certification 

No Verify; Interview; 
Quarterly Report; 
Certification 

 
Agency 
 

HHS/ACF; DSS; 
CWD 

SSA; SSA FO/DO SSA; SSA FO/DO CWD USDA/FNS; DSS; 
CWD 

HHS; CMS; SSA D.O. HHS, CMS, DHCS, 
CWD 

 
Sources of 
Law 

42 USC §602 
45 CFR §201 
W&I §10000-11000 
MPP 19-22, 40 
All County Letters 
 

42 USC §402 
20 CFR §404 
POMS 

42 USC §1382 
20 CFR §416.110 
POMS 

W&I §17000 
County 
Regulations 
 

7 USC §2011 
7 CFR §270 
W&I §10000-11000 
MPP 19-22, 63 
All County Letters 
 

42 USC §1395 
20 CFR §404 
42 CFR Parts 400-426 

42 USC §1396; 42 CFR 
§431; W&I §14000 
CCR 5000; 42 USC §602 
45 CFR §201 
W&I §10000-11000 
MPP 19-22, 40 
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